
Checklist for Prison Visit 

 

Driving to the Prison 

Hardee Correctional is at: 6901 Florida 62, Bowling Green, FL 33834.  When you drive 

into the driveway, turn left into the first driveway to the work camp.  This is where the 

greyhound training is; graduation will also be held at the work camp. Do not carry any 

firearms with you or in your car.  Do not carry alcohol with you or leave any in your car.  

Do not carry a cell phone with you into the prison.  Do not walk along the road outside 

the razor wire fence; this is a secure area.  There may be snakes in the grass.  Lock your 

car doors.  If you need to walk your greyhound, please walk away from the fence into the 

parking lot.  Never talk to inmates across the fence.  If you take photos of your 

greyhound, take the photo facing away from the fence; we are not permitted to take any 

photos of the fence or the prison. 

 

What Should You Bring? 

 You must wear a Greyhound Advancement Center shirt if you are going into the 

prison.  This will easily identify you are part of the Greyhound Advancement 

Center.  The cost of your shirt is $20 and will be available for purchase when you 

arrive at the prison (bring cash). We prefer if visitors wear the Greyhound 

Advancement Center shirt while you are outside the prison visiting with the 

greyhounds. 

 Do not wear jeans if you are going into the prison. Do not wear sandals; wear 

close toe shoes.  Do not wear shorts or tight fitting clothing even if you are not 

going into the prison.  Do not wear anything with a camouflage print on it. 

 Bring your license. (This is the only thing you should bring into the prison other 

than your car keys.) 

 Do not bring your cell phone.  It is a felony to bring one into a prison. 

 Do not bring a camera.  No photos are allowed even outside of the prison. 

 Do not carry more that $20 in cash.  You may be able to purchase water and 

snacks at the canteen.  It is best not to wear a lot of jewelry. 

 Never share anything with the inmate trainers. It must be approved in advance and 

then given to Joanne or Ken to give to Officer Gauthier. 

 Your visit must be cleared through the Greyhound Advancement Center and 

Hardee Correctional in advance through Joanne.  

 Any supplies you need to bring into the prison must be in writing and submitted 

to Joanne prior to your visit. 

 Do not carry plastic bags into the prison.   

 

Greyhounds 

 Remove dog ID tags if you are bringing your greyhound inside the prison; 

greyhounds need to be approved before bringing them into the prison. 

 If you need to walk any greyhounds prior to going into prison, please walk them 

into the parking area or away from the prison.  

 

 



Inside the Prison 

 Do not leave any building unless you are accompanied by GAC volunteers or the 

officer in charge.  If there is a reason for a greyhound to take a potty break, an 

inmate trainer will take a greyhound outside.  Do not go outside by yourself.   

 You must always have a buddy. 

 The focus of your visit is on the greyhounds.  We suggest you do not discuss 

anything personal with the inmate trainers.   

 You should address the inmate trainers by Mr. and Last Name.  We do not want 

you to address the inmate trainers by their first name. 

 A handshake is an appropriate greeting when meeting an inmate trainer.  While 

you might be very happy to meet the inmate trainer and thankful to the inmate 

who has trained your greyhound, it is not appropriate to give any inmate a hug.   

 Do not correct or offer suggestions to the inmate trainers on their training 

technique.  Questions can be directed to Amanda, our trainer. 

 Keep reminding yourself that you are in a prison.   While we have taken every 

precaution to ensure you will be safe inside the prison, do not let your guard 

down.  Please ask Joanne or Ken or the officer in charge if you ever have a 

security related question. 

 

If You See a Problem or Have a Suggestion 

 Whatever goes on inside the prison is confidential.  If you see a problem that 

needs to be addressed, bring it to the attention of Joanne or Ken or Glenn. 

 If you have a suggestion, would like to donate an item or would like to bring an 

item into prison, please discuss this with Joanne or Ken or Glenn.  Please do not 

discuss your suggestions with any prison officials as they most likely will not be 

able to address the matter without following the necessary protocol of going 

through the Greyhound Advancement Center.   

 

Can I Tell Others About My Visit? 

 You can discuss the greyhounds freely but should not disclose information about 

any inmate trainers or the prison facility.  Blog emails should be sent to the 

Greyhound Advancement Center for posting. 

 Never talk to the press.   

 Do not post your visits on social media.  We prefer photos of the faces of the 

inmate trainers are not posted through your social network out of respect for the 

victims for the crimes that have been committed by our inmate trainers.   You are 

welcome to post photos of the greyhound grads.  You can include parts of the 

inmate trainer in your photo, but nothing that would identify a particular inmate 

trainer. 

 

Please refer to your orientation notes for more details.  Ask Joanne or Ken if you have 

any questions. 



Attending Graduation  

 

Note: BRGA will help you through this process at every step and will provide contact 

information for the individuals at the Greyhound Advancement Center identified 

below. 

 

Greyhound Advancement Center needs to have a list of everyone attending about 2 

weeks prior to graduation so we can get everyone approved.  You must email the 

following information to Glenn or Joanne: Full name, Drivers License Number, Address, 

Date of Birth, Gender and Race.  We must have your name on our list along with your 

background information 2 weeks before graduation. 

 
Everyone attending graduation must wear a Greyhound Advancement Center T Shirt. Let 

Glenn or Joanne know what unisex size T shirt(s) you would like.  We recommend going 

a size higher than you normally would wear.   Most of the time Glenn will have the T 

shirts to you on graduation day.   The T shirts cost $20 each.  Glenn Weaver will have 

your T Shirt for you and direct you through security.   

 

Many people inquire about ways to thank the inmate trainer for training their greyhound.   

If you are so inclined, you are welcome to bring a package of frozen hot dogs or US 

made stinky treats with you to graduation.  Please do not bring any plastic bags.  After 

you bring your greyhound home, the inmate trainers enjoy seeing photos of the 

greyhound they trained.  Please do not include personal information. 

 

Plan to arrive for graduation around 8:30 AM so you can get processed through security.  

Graduation will begin as soon as all adopters and volunteers get inside.  Glenn will help 

you get processed through security. 

 

If you need to travel a distance to get to the prison and must bring your greyhound inside 

for graduation so they can meet the new greyhound you are adopting, please let Glenn or 

Joanne know so we can get it approved.  Please sit in the back of the audience at 

graduation so they do not distract the greyhound graduates when they are performing 

their commands.  Please spend time with the inmate trainers after graduation so they can 

demonstrate the commands with the greyhound you are adopting. 

 

Graduation is usually over by 11:30. We usually go to Woody's River Roo Restaurant 

afterward for a celebration lunch with the greyhounds.    5717 18th St E, Ellenton, FL 

34222.  It is a casual restaurant along the Manatee River that is greyhound friendly.   The 

restaurant is along the way back to the highway.  Please join us if you can. 


